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thought it proper to freight the Charley snow and Lion sloop for that purpose
and agreed to give the owners 40 rupees per ton for what they carried. Those
vessells were accordingly loaded by the Buxey and dispatched to Fort St.
George early in April. Upon them as well as all the other vessels which sailed
from this port at that season for the Coast, we sent the President and Council
of Fort St. George a consignment of treasure amounting in the whole to
CRs. 3,77,400.
7.   The   Master  Attendant  having  complained  to  us of  the  insolent
behaviour of Messrs Toole and Cheworth, two of the pilotts, on which account
he had suspended them from the service, we agreed to confirm that suspension
in order to put a stop to such insolences for the future and preserve the
authority of the Master Attendant in his office.   Mr. Toole being a trouble-
some disposition and refractory behaviour we ordered Mm to prepare to return
to Europe by one of the first ships of this season, but Mr. Cheworth having
made a proper submission to Captain Barton, at his request we reinstated him
in his employ.
8.    On the^ 4th March Captain Barton laid before the Board a letter he
had received from James Sparks, chief officer of the Mermaid sloop, giving
him an account of the unfortunate loss of that vessel! off Calingepatam, near
Vizagapatam, where she ran ashore in the night, but we had the satisfaction
to find that the treasure and most of her stores were saved.   As we had not
at that time heard from Captain Lowis we postponed our enquiry into the
occasion of that loss untill his arrival here when Captains Barton, Samson,
Wedderburn, Gould and Holland were directed to enquire into the conduct
of the commander and officer and give us their opinion if either of those
persons were blameable.   Their report you will find entered after our consulta-
tion of the 7th May by which we could not judge whether Captain Lowis or
Mr. Sparks were most faulty, but in  a letter lately, received from Captain
Lowis, and entered after our consultation of the Sth November, with the opinion
enclosed of the surviving members of that enquiry, we observe they exculpate
Captain Lowis and throw the blame entirely on the officer James Sparks.
9. We have the pleasure to inform you that after the loss of the Mermaid
the officer Sparks and the crew seized a French snow which arrived on that
coast from Merghie and brought her down to this place. Upon her arrival
we sat as a bench of justices to take the depositions of the officers belonging
to that snow. Copy of our proceedings therein are transmitted in this packett.
It appearing from their evidence that the vessell was a French bottom and
the goods on board French property we directed our Master Attendant to
take charge of her and dispose of her and her cargoe by public outcry which
was accordingly done on Monday the 30th April, as per account sales entered
after our consultation of 24th December. The amount we propose to keep
deposited in our treasury until your orders thereon arrive.
10. The Master Attendant having reported the Phoenix schooner to be
in so bad a condition that the repairs she would require would amount to
more than she was worth we directed her likewise to be sold at outcry on the
same day.
11    The loss of the Mermaid sloop and the sale of the Phoenix schooner
occasioning a want of sloops for the river service we ordered the Master Atten^
Company's carpenter to survey the Hertford sloop, tendered us